Ancient Greece: Study Guide
Greece: The Cradle of Western Civilization!

What to study for the Exam:  This study guide is used as a guide that highlights main ideas. Study all class notes, especially the comparison chart of Athens and Sparta and the Persian War outline.

Main Idea:
· Greeks are often referred to as the civilization that influenced the western world, for one they introduced democracy and philosophy. They also excelled in other achievements including architecture, literature, plays, mathematics, and warfare. They had the most famous battles in history that took place during the Persian War. If the Greeks would not of beat the Persians, Greek culture might not have been spread – and the Western World would have been forever different!


Early Greek People: Greek origins (*Refer to notes outline)

These early people lived around the Aegean Sea - 
· Minoans – lived on the island of Crete, known for their elaborate mazes
· Mycenaeans


Geography of Greece: (*Refer to map and notes outline)
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Greek City-States: 

Athens vs. Sparta (very different!) (*Refer to Comparison Chart and notes outlines)

Parts of the city:
Polis: another name for city
Acropolis: a hill where important buildings were, such as the Parthenon
Agora: place for debate, discussion, also a marketplace

Governments: (*Refer to Government Chart and Packet)

Transition from: Monarchy – Oligarchy – Tyranny – Democracy*

Why is democracy so important? – Form of government we have today, people vote, lead to discussions in the agora, lead to independent thought

Persian War: (*Refer to Persian War Outline Notes an Flow Chart)

· Greeks vs. the Persians
· Persian leaders: Darius, his son will be Xerxes
· Greek warfare: Phalanx

· Four main battles (know the significance of each)
· Battle of Marathon
· Pheidippedes: Greek messanger, story of Marathon
· Battle of Thermopylae (Persians won, but inspirational battle)
· Leonidas: Spartan military leader
· Battle of Salamis (sea battle)
· Battle of Plataea (final battle)
· Greeks will win Persian War

Significance of the Persian War: 

· United the Greek City-States (one nation – Greece, not separate city-states)
· Greeks Won!
· Greek culture spread – if the Persians would of won it would have been the end of the Greeks, which means no democracy, no achievements or inventions! Thank goodness they did win, today we have democracy and an education system with philosophy and mathematics that are borrowed from the Greeks…along with many other inventions! (See Golden Age for list of inventions)
· Lead to a Greek Golden Age
· Delian League: Alliance of all Greek city-states lead by Athens.  
Golden Age:

(See list of achievements)
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Peloponnesian War:







People to Know:
Homer: Author, wrote on:
· Trojan War
· Wrote the Epics: Iliad and Odyssey
Herodotus: 
· Father of History – records/wrote on Persian Wars

Pericles: Leader of Athens during the Golden Age

Philosophy: “Love of Wisdom” – a way of thinking/ using logic

3 Main Philosophers:
· Socrates:
· Socratic Method: Asking a series of questions to get to the truth – relative truth
· Plato
· Aristotle

Mathematics – used to help with building/architecture

· Pythagoras:  Pythagoras theorem


Peloponnesian War: Greek Civil War (Athens vs. Sparta)

· Why it started? – Athens started to become too controlling of other city-states in the Delian League. 
· The Spartans rebelled and formed their own league called the Peloponnesian League. 

Athens and Sparta went to war 
· Sparta will win* (stronger military)
· Lead to the decline of Greek power 
· Weakened the City-States


Questions to consider:



1. What were the differences between Sparta and Athens? (5)


2. Why is Ancient Greece referred to as the cradle of Western Civilization? What did they contribute to the world we live in today? (10)  


3. Describe either the Battle of Marathon or the Battle of Thermopylae (5)
a. Things to include:
i. Who fought in the battle?
ii. Who won the battle?
iii. What is the significance?
iv. Include two other facts about the battle that you learned. 
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